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Session 1 —Part 1
“THERE IS MORE TO FAITH THAN ASKING AND CONFESSING”

The Bible has much to say about faith. Faith is like a key that unlocks the abundant provisions
God has promised every believer. Faith is the strength that “carries” you when you don’t see
the answer to your prayer. When you develop faith, your attitude becomes that of a positive
nature. As you exercise faith, you are strengthened in your inner man to head into the storm
knowing that you are not alone, but the one who can still the storm walks with you! Regardless
of what test, trial, or obstacle, you stand firm in the knowledge that,

But he knows the way that | take;
when he has tested me, | will come forth as gold...” Job 23:10

Trusting Jesus with your life causes spiritual growth. Our prayer to the Lord at all times should
be “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” Mark 9:24b

Faith is not getting everything you confess; faith is trusting Jesus when you see no evidence, but
you still continue to love, worship, and obey Him.

There is a false concept that | would like to speak to at this point. Sometimes you may feel that
your prayer is not answered and become inclined to think you do not have any faith or enough
faith. This is a lie of the Devil. If you are saved, you have faith! “Through Faith” you are saved,

I”

and you must “endure

There are many factors that accompany your prayer. We must pray according to the will of
God. And, yes! He is supreme, sovereign, and in authority over your life. Testing’s, trials and
difficulties are a part of the Christian’s life. You need only to look at the suffering of Paul, the
martyrdom of Peter (or any of the Disciples for that matter), or John the Revelator banished to
the Isle of Patmos. And most of all, let us not forget the sufferings of our Lord and Saviour.
Dear child of God let us keep balance in all things. Set your mind to worship the Lord. Purpose
in your heart to take up your cross and follow Jesus.

SCRIPTURES TO STUDY:

______ Hebrews 11:1-6
___ Mark11:22
John 11:25-27



1. Whatis faith? Hebrews 11:1 and Galatians 5:22

2. How do we receive faith? Romans 10:17

3. How are we kept by the power of God? 1 Peter 1:5

4. Who is the author of faith? Hebrews 12:2

5. Jesus Christ was the supreme example of faith. Please read Philippians 2:5-11 and tell in
your own words some of the examples Christ gave us?




6. What does faith teach us? Hebrews 11:3

7. What shall we do with the faith that we have? Hebrews 10:23

Faith is mentioned 245 times in Scripture, and only two of these times is it mentioned in the Old
Testament: Deuteronomy 32:20 and Habakkuk 2:4b. Habakkuk gives to us the “motto” for our
Christian walk: “..the just shall live by his faith!” These two Scriptures do not deal directly with
Abraham, Abel, Enoch, Noah, Sara, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, nor Rahab; they do deal with
faith. Faith is not mentioned, but faith is seen in a powerful way in the Old Testament and
brought to our attention in Hebrews 11.

The basic understanding of faith is: Walking in such a manner that you “trust” God with every
area of your life. Faith is to “walk out” or to “live your faith,” whether you “see” the answer, or
whether you “do not see” the answer.

JESUS admonished, “Have faith in God.” All faith begins with God. One must believe in God
and His plan of salvation through His Son, Jesus!

As we look at the Scriptures, we will see faith coupled with various attributes, a companion to
other gifts, and a fruit of the Holy Spirit.

In the next Scripture we see the Word and faith working together to bring an increase to the
Church and obedience to the clergy (priests).



“So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a
large number of priests became obedient to the faith.” Acts 6:7

Next we see faith and the Holy Ghost working together, again for the purpose of the Church.

“He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were
brought to the Lord.” Acts 11:24

In this text, the companion of faith is tribulation, and together they confirm the soul in
preparation for the Kingdom of God.

“Strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go
through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said.” Acts 14:22

The following Scriptures teach us that an attribute is associated with faith. It is the action of
“purifying.” This tells us that if we have faith in God and trust God with our lives, truly looking
unto Him, it will have a “purifying” and a “sanctifying” effect.

“...he purified their hearts by faith.” Acts 15:9b

“to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God,
so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by
faith in me.” Acts 26:18

“Faith” is an instrument of “righteousness.” To be righteous means that we are brought into
right standing with God through the shed blood of Jesus. When you believe in Jesus, you
partake of grace, and you exercise your faith. Righteousness, grace, and faith become a part of
your Christian experience.

For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” Romans 1:17

...through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we
boast in the hope of the glory of God. Romans 5:2

There is a REQUIREMENT: “LOVE” (Charity) “MUST” be a part of “Faith!”

If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a
faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing. 1 Corinthians 13:2

But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and
the hope of salvation as a helmet. 1 Thessalonians 5:8



We are seeing a lot of truth and teaching surrounding the meaning of faith, and much balance
is needed where faith is concerned. There is more to faith than claiming something for
ourselves or confessing prosperity. There is Scripture that tells us to confess truth and to claim
prosperity for our lives and family; but beyond the fleshly desires, faith is a “Spiritual
Commitment” to take up our cross and follow Jesus; walking in Love, moving in grace, and
enduring in tribulation unto the end!

In the next Scriptures we are admonished to flee fleshly things and follow after spiritual
matters, PERSUADED that the promises will come to pass in the timing of the Lord.

But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance and gentleness. 1 Timothy 6:11

All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were
foreigners and strangers on earth. Hebrews 11:13

All who have walked in faith have been tried and tested. Those hardships you have suffered or
perhaps might suffer are “a trial of your faith.” As you endure and continue to walk by faith
and love, you bring “honor and glory until Jesus returns.” Your Christian life is a constant and
“earnest contending for the faith”.

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the
promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, Hebrews 11:17

These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold,
which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus
Christ is revealed. 1 Peter 1:7

Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout
the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 1 Peter 5:9

Dear friends, although | was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, | felt
compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to
God’s holy people. Jude 1:3

Here we are taught how to build up the most holy faith.

But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy
Spirit, 2 keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to
bring you to eternal life. Jude 1:20-21
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Note in the following Scripture the intense message: “... You did not renounce your faith in me,

not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death...”

| know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did
not renounce your faith in me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was
put to death in your city—where Satan lives. Revelation 2:13

To maintain a strong faith, you will note “patience” is required! In this final verse on the
subject, give attention to the three characteristics of the saints.

1. Patience in sufferings ...
2. Keeping the commandments ...
3. Keeping the “Faith” of Jesus Christ ...

Remember: The balance in your “faith life” is knowing that all the promises of God are
available to you, yet you shall be tried and tested. Pray! Pray that you will always remember
the Lord knows the way that you take, and when He has tried you, you shall come forth as pure
gold! “Be patient and wait to see the Salvation of your God!”

This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands and
remain faithful to Jesus. Revelation 14:12

1. Give me your opinion of what faith is, and back it up by Scripture.

2. What is your opinion of “balance” in regards to faith?




PLEASE FILL IN THE BLANKS:

1.

Not that we lord it over your faith, but we

for your joy, because it is by faith you . 2 Corinthians 1:24
In addition to all this, take up the of , with which you can
extinguish all the of the

Ephesians 6:16

He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly | tell you, if you have faith as

asa , You can say to this , ‘Move
from here to there,’ and it . will be impossible
for you.” Matthew 17:20

“By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you and was
. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that
has this to him, as you
. Acts 3:16
For we by faith, not by . 2 Corinthians 5:7

For by the grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more

than you , but rather think of yourself with

, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to of you.
Romans 12:3
For it is by you have been , through faith—and this is not
from , itis the of God— Ephesians 2:8
Let us hold to the we profess, for he who
promised is . Hebrews 10:22




Session 1 —Part 2
The Synoptic Gospels

What is the “Synoptic Problem?”’

The task of the “synoptic problem” is to discover the very early sources on the life and
teaching of Jesus that were available to the synoptic writers.

When you place the contents of the Matthew, Mark, and Luke side by side and you soon
become aware of the “Synoptic Problem.” We can easily explain parallel incidents, but the
actual words are also parallel... and not just very important words as would be the case if you
read the same story in three different newspapers.

The “Synoptic Problem” is this: The synoptic gospels, though independently written, must have

drawn much of its material from a source or sources also available to one or both of the other
two.
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Relationships between the
Synoptic Gospels

Unigue to
Mark

Triple
Tradition

Unique to Double Unique to
Luke Trac”'(\)n Matthew

The above chart shows the literary relationship between the synoptic gospels.

76% of Mark is reproduced almost word-for-word in both Matthew and Luke. An additional
18% of Mark is reproduced in Matthew but not in Luke, and a further 3% of Mark is in Luke but
not in Matthew. This means that 97% of Mark is reproduced in Matthew and/or Luke. Only 3%
of Mark's material is unique to Mark and not found in Matthew or Luke.

Matthew contains 606 of Mark’s 661 verses. Luke contains 320 of Mark’s 661 verses. Of the 55
verses of Mark which Matthew does not reproduce, Luke reproduces 31; therefore there are
only 24 verses in all of Mark not reproduced somewhere in Matthew or Luke.

The chart also shows that 23% of Luke is word-for-word identical to 25% of Matthew, but this is
material unique to these gospels and not found in Mark. This suggests another literary source in
independent of Mark used by Matthew and Luke in the evolution of the synoptic gospels
tradition.
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Scholars have made various attempts to solve the synoptic problem...
Oral tradition theory

According to this theory, behind the synoptic gospels lies a common oral story of Jesus, which
all three evangelists knew. This solution does not explain the minute resemblances in wording
among the synoptic gospels. So it must be a “literary” problem.

Two-Source Hypothesis (2SH)

Originally conceived in Germany by Christian H. Weisse in 1838, the 2SH culminated in Burnett
Hillman Streeter’s (1874-1937), The Four Gospels: A )
Study of Origins (London: Macmillan, 1924). Today the Two Source HypOtheSIS
2SH commands the support of most biblical scholars
from all denominations.

Mark Q
The first principle of the 2SH is the priority of Mark.

Mark is earliest written formal account of Christ’s life.
Luke and Matthew use Mark as one of their main
sources. Scholars offer three proofs:

* Common content: 97% of Mark is included in
Matthew and Luke. Matth Luk
atthew uKe

* Common wording

* Common order: Matthew and Luke almost always follow Mark’s order of events, and when
one departs from it, the other always follows it.

The cumulative force of these facts compels us to conclude that the earliest written Gospel is
Mark.

The second principle of 2SH is that Matthew and Luke both used a second written source.
Scholars call it “Q” (from the German Quelle, meaning "source"). This explains the words (and
verses) in Matthew and Luke, but not in Mark.

Conclusion: Mark was a source for Matthew and Luke, both of whom also independently

used a now lost source called Q. 2HS is the generally accepted theory of the evolution of the
synoptic gospels.
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Four Source Hypothesis (4HS)

-

Antiochian Document of
PrOto-]‘ukc S

/N

20% of Matthew's gospel is unique to Matthew and 35% of Luke's gospel is unique to Luke. An
expanded version of Streeter's hypotheses postulated Matthew’s and Luke’s own special
sources as distinct, written sources (designated by scholars M and L).

Some critics have theorized that Q and L constituted a "Proto-Luke", perhaps dated as early as
Mark's gospel, before being incorporated into the final version Luke at a later date.

The 4SH proposes at least four principle literary sources behind the synoptic gospels: Mark, Q,
M, and L.

Who wrote the synoptic gospels?

None of the synoptic gospels name their author or authors. In each case authorial attribution
dates from the second century.



The Gospel According to St. Mark

Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis, Asia Minor (c. 112-155 CE), gives us the author’s name, though it
is not attached to the gospel itself around 150 CE):

“Mark, having become the interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately all that he remembered
of the things said and done by the Lord, but not, however, in order. For neither did he hear the
Lord, nor did he follow Him, but afterward, as | said, Peter, who adapted his teachings to the
needs (of the hearers), but not as though he were drawing up a connected account of the Lord’s
oracles. So then Mark made no mistake in thus recording of the Lord’s oracles. So then Mark
made no mistake in thus recording some things just as he remembered them, for he made it his
one care to omit nothing that he had heard and to make no false statement therein.”

Other early statements relating to the authorship of Mark include the Anti-Marcionite Prologue
(160-180), Irenaeus (c. 180), Clement of Alexandria (150-213), Origen (185-254), and Jerome
(347-420).

From 1 Peter 5:13 we know that Mark was with Peter in Rome (“... my son Mark”). This agrees
with the later Papias tradition, which is supported by Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Origen
and Eusebius that associates Mark with Rome. If this is correct we could call Mark’s Gospel
“Reminiscences of Jesus as told by St. Peter to his friend John Mark.”

The majority of scholars date the Gospel about 65-70 CE.

Mark's sources include:

Oral Traditions:

The Kerygma; Peter's memories—Mark was his amanuensis (secretary) and interpreter;
possibly his own personal memories of Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem and at his mother’s home.
Written Sources:

Document describing the conflicts between Jesus and Jewish religious leaders; collection of
parables; Chapter 13 originally may have been an independent document (dated after 70 CE);
the Passion story; the names of the Twelve; a account of the Work of John the Baptist.

The Gospel According to St. Matthew

Why is Matthew first in the New Testament canon?

First, it presents Jesus as Messiah—the FULFILLMENT of Old Testament prophecies. Second, it

proves that the Church is the consummation and continuation of the saving purposes of God
begun with Abraham in the Old Testament.
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Papias attributes this gospel to Matthew c. 150: “Matthew composed his sayings (/logia) in the
Hebrew dialect, and every one translated it as he was able.” Other ancient statements relating
to the authorship of Matthew are found in the writings of Irenaeus (c. 180), Origen (185-254),
Eusebius (c. 325), Cyril of Jerusalem (c. 350), Epiphanius (c. 350), and Jerome (347-420).

The nature of Matthew’s witness to the gospel as well as later references to Matthew in the
Letters of Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, suggests to scholars likely provenance (place of
composition) in Antioch-in-Syria. Most critics date the composition of the gospel around 85 CE.
The Sources of Matthew:

* Mark and Q.

* Matthew’s special source M: this source emphasizes observance of the Torah and “tradition
of the elders.” It describes no attempt to convert the gentiles. It departs from other materials in
the account in its interpretation of the difference between the Jewish and Christian attitudes

towards the Law. It Shows a distinctive attitude toward the Church.

* Other sources such as a supposed Antiochene tradition, as well as a collection of parables.

The Gospel According to St. Luke and Acts

In addition to contributing to the synoptic gospels, traditionally Luke is believed to be the
author of Acts.

Internal evidences pointing to common authorship of Luke and Acts include:
* Acts is described as a continuation of gospel account.
* Note the dedicatory prefaces of both are to Theophilus (Luke 1:1-4 and Acts 1:1-2).

* Luke and Acts show homogeneity of style. About 700 words in Luke-Acts are used nowhere
elseinthe New Testament.

* Medical interest shown in both Luke and Acts by correct use of medical language and
descriptions of miracles of cure, sorcery, and magic.

External evidence relating to the authorship of Luke and Acts include the Anti-Marcionite
Prologue (c. 150-180):

“Luke was a Syrian of Antioch, a physicians by profession, a disciple of the apostles and later a

follower of Paul until his martyrdom, serving the Lord without distraction, without a wife,
without children. At the age of eighty-four he died in Boeotia, full of the Holy Spirit. Although

15



gospels already existed—the one according to Matthew written in Judea, the one according to
Mark in Italy—he was impelled by the Holy Spirit to write this whole gospel among those
dwelling about Achaea, making clear in his preface the fact that other gospels were written
before his, and that it was necessary to set forth the accurate narrative of the Dispensation to
gentile believers, so that they should not be distracted by Jewish fables nor, deceived by
heretical and empty fancies, miss the mark of the truth... And afterward the same Luke wrote
the Acts of the Apostles; later John, the apostle, one of the Twelve, wrote the Apocalypse on the
Island of Patmos, and after that the gospel.”

Other ancient statements affirming Lukan authorship of Luke-Acts are found in the Muratorian
Canon

(c. 170) and the writings of Irenaeus (c. 180), Clement of Alexandria (150- 213), Tertullian (c.
207-210), Origen (185- 254), Eusebius (c. 325), and Jerome (c. 347-420).

When was Luke written?

Some scholars suggest a possible Proto-Luke as early as 60-62 CE. Most agree that the final
version is dated 85-90 CE. This is based on Luke's extensive used of Mark. Luke 21 indicates that
the fall of Jerusalem (70 CE) had already happened and that the persecution of Christians by
Domitian (81-96 CE) was underway. However, it must have been written before John’s gospel
(c. 95 CE) as John seems to have had knowledge of Luke’s gospel.

Sources used by Luke:

* Mark and Q

* A source used only by Luke (L)

* Oral Tradition

* Birth and infancy narratives

Luke-Acts could be called The History of Christianity, Parts 1 and 2:

Volume 1—The Story of How the Gospel Began with Jesus in Galilee and Jerusalem

Volume 2—The Story of How His Apostles Carried the Gospel from Jerusalem to Rome

YOUR WORK FOR THIS WEEK: READ THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

Please cross off each chapter that you have read
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Session 1 —Part 3
AN OVERVIEW OF THE EVENTS THAT ARE RECORDED IN THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS."

(There are 40 Johanine inclusions in his gospel which are not found in the Synoptics and which
will be looked at in Module 5)

1. Preface
Matthew Mark Luke
Prologue 1.1 1.1 1.1-4
2. Birth and Childhood
Matthew Mark Luke
The Promise of the Birth of John the Baptist 1.5-25
The Annunciation 1.26-38
Mary's Visit to Elizabeth 1.39-56
The Birth of John the Baptist 1.57-80
The Genealogy of Jesus 1.2-17 3.23-38
The Birth of Jesus 1.18-25 2.1-7
The Adoration of the Infant Jesus 2.1-12 2.8-20
The Circumcision and Presentation 2.21-38
in the Temple
The Flight into Egypt and Return 2.13-21
The Childhood of Jesus at Nazareth 2.22-23 2.39-40
The Boy Jesus in the Temple 2.41-52

1. Write in your own words what you know about the childhood of Jesus.
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3. Preparation

John the Baptist

John's Preaching of Repentance
John Replies to Questioners
John's Messianic Preaching
The Imprisonment of John

The Baptism of Jesus

The Genealogy of Jesus

The Temptation

The Cleansing of the Temple

1. Explain the sequence of events in the preparation of Jesus for his public ministry.

Matthew
3.1-6

3.7-10

3.11-12
14.3-4
3.13-17
1.1-17
4.1-11

21.12-13

Mark

1.2-6

1.7-8
6.17-18

1.9-11

1.12-13

11.15-17

Luke
3.1-6
3.7-9
3.10-14
3.15-18
3.19-20
3.21-22
3.23-38
4.1-13

19.45-46
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2. Explain from Luke 3:19 — 22 how Jesus was baptized when John was in prison. Analyze

why the synoptic Gospel comparison helps us to understand this.

4. Jesus' Ministry in Galilee

The Journey into Galilee

Ministry in Galilee
Jesus' Preaching at Nazareth
The Call of the Disciples

Teaching in the Synagogue at Capernaum

The Healing of the Demoniac in the Synagogue

The Healing of Peter's Mother-in-law
The Sick Healed at Evening

Jesus Departs from Capernaurn

First Preaching Tour in Galilee

The Miraculous Draught of Fish

The Cleansing of the Leper

The Healing of the Paralytic

19

Matthew

4.12

4.13-17
13.53-58

4.18-22

8.14-15

8.16-17

4.23

8.1-4

9.1-8

Mark

1.14a

1.14b-15
6.1-6a
1.16-20
1.21-22
1.23-28
1.29-31
1.32-34
1.35-38

1.39

1.40-45

2.1-12

Luke

4.14a

4.14b-15

4.16-30

4.31-32
4.33-37
4.38-39
4.40-41
4.42-43
4.44
5.1-11
5.12-16

5.17-26



The Call of Levi (Matthew)

The Question about Fasting
Plucking Grain on the Sabbath
The Man with the Withered Hand

Jesus Heals Multitudes by the Sea

The Choosing of the Twelve

5. The Sermon on the Mount (According to Matthew)

Occasion of the Sermon

The Beatitudes

The Salt of the Earth

The Light of the World

On the Law and the Prophets
On Murder and Wrath

On Adultery and Divorce

On Oaths

On Retaliation

On Love of One's Enemies

On Almsgiving
On Prayer

The Lord's Prayer
On Fasting

On Treasures
The Sound Eye

On Serving Two Masters

20

9.9-13
9.14-17
12.1-8
12.9-14

4.24-25
12.15-16

10.1-4

Matthew
4.24-5.2
5.3-12
5.13
5.14-16
5.17-20
5.21-26
5.27-32
5.33-37
5.38-42

5.43-48

6.1-4
6.5-6
6.7-15
6.16-18
6.19-21
6.22-23

6.24

2.13-17
2.18-22
2.23-28
3.1-6

3.7-12

3.13-19

Mark

3.7-13 a

9.49-50

4.21

9.43-48

11.25

5.27-32
5.33-39
6.1-5
6.6-11

6.17-19

6.12-16

Luke

6.17-20a
6.20b-23
14.34-35
8.16

16.16-17
12.57-59

16.18

6.29-30

6.27-28
6.32-36

11.1-4

12.33-34
11.34-36

16.13



On Anxiety

On Judging

On Profaning the Holy
God's Answering of Prayer
The Golden Rule

The Two Ways

"By their Fruits"

"Saying Lord, Lord"

The House Built upon the Rock

The Effect of the Sermon

6.25-34

7.1-5 4.24-25

7.6

7.7-11

7.12

7.13-14

7.15-20
12.33-35

7.21-23

7.24-27

7.28-29 1.21-22

12.22-32

6.37-42

11.9-13
6.31
13.23-24

6.43-45

6.46
13.25-27

6.47-49

1. Write an essay on the Sermon on the Mount. Meditate on it and comment on each blessing.
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2. Explain how a person could build their house on a rock rather than on the sand.

3. If you have not memorized the Lord’s Prayer you need to do so to complete this lesson.
Please write it down from memory when you have it memorized.
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6. The Sermon on the Plain (According to Luke)

Matthew Mark Luke
Occasion of the Sermon 4.24-5.2 3.7-13a 6.17-20a
The Beatitudes 5.3-12 6.20b-23
The Woes 6.24-26
On Love of One's Enemies 5.38-48 6.27-36
On Judging 7.1-5 4.24-25 6.37-42
"By their Fruits" 7.15-20 6.43-45

12.33-35
The House Built upon the Rock 7.21-27 6.46-49

1. Matthew and Luke give different accounts as seen in the Sermon on the Mount and in
the Sermon on the Plain. Fill list all the sayings in both and fill the following out.

Saying Found in Matthew Luke Only
Both Only
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7. Jesus' Ministry in Galilee Continued

Matthew Mark Luke
Cleansing of the Leper 8.1-4 1.40-45 5.12-16
The Centurion of Capernaum 8.5-13 7.30 7.1-10
13.28-29
The Widow's Son at Nain 7.11-17
The Healing of Peter's Mother-in-law 8.14-15 1.29-31 4.38-39
The Sick Healed at Evening 8.16-17 1.32-34 4.40-41
On Following Jesus 8.18-22 9.57-62
Stilling the Storm 8.23-27 4.35-41 8.22-25
The Gadarene Demoniacs 8.28-34 5.1-20 8.26-39
The Healing of the Paralytic 9.1-8 2.1-12 5.17-26
The Call of Levi (Matthew) 9.9-13 2.13-17 5.27-32
The Question about Fasting 9.14-17 2.18-22 5.33-39
Jairus' Daughter and the Woman with a Hemorrhage 9.18-26 5.21-43 8.40-56
Two Blind Men 9.27-31 10.46-52 18.35-43
20.29-34
The Dumb Demoniac 9.32-34 3.22 11.14-15
12.22-24
The Harvest is Great 9.35-38 6.6b 8.1
6.34 10.2
Commissioning the Twelve 10.1-16 6.7 9.1
3.13-19 6.12-16
6.8-11 9.2-5
10.3
The Fate of the Disciples 10.17-25 13.9-13 12.11-12
24.9-14 6.40
21.12-19
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Exhortation to Fearless
Confession

Divisions within Households

Conditions of Discipleship

Rewards of Discipleship
Continuation of Journey
John the Baptist's Question and Jesus' Answer

Jesus' Witness concerning John

Woes Pronounced on Galilean Cities
Jesus' Thanksgiving to the Father
"Come unto Me"

Plucking Grain on the Sabbath
Healing the Withered Hand

Jesus Heals Multitudes by the
Sea

The Woman with the Ointment
The Ministering Women
Jesus is Thought to be Beside Himself

On Collusion with Satan

The Sin against the Holy Spirit

The Sign of Jonah

The Return of the Evil Spirit

Jesus' True Kindred
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10.26-33

10.34-36

10.37-39

10.40-42
111
11.2-6

11.7-19

11.20-24
11.25-27
11.28-30
12.1-8
12.9-14

12.15-21

26.6-13

12.22-30
9.32-34

12.31-37
7.16-20

12.38-42
16.1-2a3,4

12.43-45

12.46-50

9.41

2.23-28

3.1-6

3.7-12

14.3-9

3.20-21

3.22-27

3.28-30

8.11-12

3.31-35

12.2-9

12.51-53

14.25-27
17.33

10.16

7.18-23

7.24-35
16.16

10.12-15

10.21-22

6.1-5

6.6-11

6.17-19

7.36-50

8.1-3

11.14-15
11.17-23

12.10
6.43-45

11.16
11.29-32

11.24-26

8.19-21



The Parable of the Sower

The Reason for Speaking in Parables

Interpretation of the Parable of the Sower

"He who has Ears to Hear, Let him Hear"

The Parable of the Seed Growing Secretly

The Parable of the Tares

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

The Parable of the Leaven

Jesus' Use of Parables

Interpretation of the Parable of the Tares

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and of the Pearl
The Parable of the Net

Treasures New and Old

Jesus' True Kindred

Stilling the Storm

The Gerasene Demoniac

Jairus' Daughter and the Woman with a Hemorrhage

Jesus is Rejected at Nazareth

Commissioning the Twelve

Opinions regarding Jesus

The Death of John the Baptist
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13.1-9

13.10-17

13.18-23

5.15
10.26
7.2
13.12

13.24-30
13.31-32
13.33
13.34-35
13.36-43
13.44-46
13.47-50
13.51-52
12.46-50
8.23-27
8.28-34
9.18-26

13.53-58

9.35
10.1,7-11,14

14.1-2

14.3-12

4.1-9

4.10-12
4.25

4.13-20

4.21-25

4.26-29

4.30-32

4.33-34

3.31-35
4.35-41
5.1-20

5.21-43

6.1-6a

6.6b-13

6.14-16

6.17-29

8.4-8

8.9-10
8.18b
10.23-24

8.11-15

8.16-18

13.18-19

13.20-21

8.19-21
8.22-25
8.26-39
8.40-56

4.16-30

9.1-6

9.7-9

3.19-20



The Return of the Apostles 6.30-31 9.10a

Five Thousand are Fed 14.13-21 6.32-44 9. 10b-17

The Walking on the Water 14.22-33 6.45-52

Healings at Gennesaret 14.34-36 6.53-56

Defilement - Traditional and Real 15.1-20 7.1-23 11.37-41
6.39

The Syrophoenician (Canaanite) 15.21-28 7.24-30

Woman

Jesus Heals a Deaf Mute and Many Others 15.29-31 7.31-37

Four Thousand are Fed 15.32-39 8.1-10

The Pharisees Seek a Sign 16.1-4 8.11-13 11.16

12.38-39 12.54-56

11.29

The Leaven of the Pharisees 16.5-12 8.14-21 12.1

A Blind Man is Healed at Bethsaida 8.22-26

From the material above in Section 7, answer the following.

1. What did Jesus teach about fasting?

27



2. Why did Jesus allow the disciples to pick corn on the Sabbath?

3. Why did Jesus use Parables to teach?

28




Session 2 —Part 1

But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. (I Peter 4:13)

“SUBMISSION THROUGH TRIALS”

Submission: The act of yielding to the authority or will of another; obedience to the will of
another; humble, meek, subservient; to surrender.

Subjection: One under the rule of another, dependent upon, under the control of, the state of
being a subject.

These are strong and powerful definitions. One would want to be very careful in giving this kind
of servitude to another, yet it is what is required of us as we become “servants” of Jesus Christ.

As we yield our life to Christ, our conduct is molded. This is accomplished through our
relationship and position in our Lord and Saviour. When we speak of submissiveness and
subjection, we do not refer to an inferiority complex. We are to prefer one another. Also, we
learn submission through trials which we encounter, for everyone that serves the Lord Jesus
Christ sooner or later will meet with some tests and trials. But as we have learned in the past
studies, this will help us to “grow” and become strong, dedicated Christians. In this study we
will be looking at the “milk” and the “meat” of the Word to see how to submit to our Lord in
the midst of trial.

SCRIPTURES TO STUDY:

1 Peter 2:1-2
Hebrews 13:15-16
James 5:11

Acts 5:29-42
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1. You, as a Christian, are to lay aside some things. What are they? 1 Peter 2:1

2. Milk, in the Word, means the first principles of Christ’s truth and teachings. Why are many
Christians content to stay on “milk” only? 1 Corinthians 3:2-3

3. What should the main purpose of the Christian’s life be? 1 Peter 2:9

4. We will be ridiculed by the world. What should our answer be? Romans 12:17

5. How is our conduct affected when we suffer for Christ? Romans 6:7-11
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10.

What are you to do when you suffer for righteousness’ sake? 1 Peter 3:14

As a Christian, what does James 1:21 tell us to do?

Is there a purpose when Christians go through fiery trials? What is that purpose?
Philippians 3:10-11

We may have bodily suffering or strenuous tests, but what trial is even more difficult than
these? Matthew 5:11

There were those who endured many trials for Jesus’ sake. What sole concern did they
need to have? 1 Peter 4:19
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PLEASE FILL IN THE BLANKS:

1. But how is it to your if you receive a beating for doing and
it? But if you suffer for doing and you endure it, this is
before God. 1 Peter 2:20

2. This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ his life for us.
And we ought to for our
brothers and sisters. 1 John 3:16

3. who gave himself for us to us from all and to
purify for a people that are his very own, eager to
is . Titus 2:14
4. Because he himself when he was , he is able to
those who are being . Hebrews 2:18
5. “For just as we share abundantly in the of Christ, so also our

through Christ. 2 Corinthians 1:5

6. Therefore, it is necessary to )
not only because of but also as a matter of
Romans 13:5

7. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Matthew 11:29

8. Whatever you do, work at it with , as working
for the , hot for , Colossians 3:23

9. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to
, but also to , Philippians 1:29

10. The Lord asks us to be in submission to Him. In your own words tell what this means to you.
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11. Discuss what “suffering for the Lord” means to you. How does it work in balance with your
“faith”? Add any comments that you might like to make or ask any questions that you
might have on your mind.

PLEASE MEMORIZE THIS VERSE: “Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed;
but let him glorify God on this behalf.” | Peter 4:16
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Session 2 — Part 2

8. The Way to the Cross

Matthew Mark Luke
Peter's Confession 16.13-20 8.27-30 9.18-21
Jesus Foretells His Passion 16.21-23 8.31-33 9.22
"If Any Man would Come after Me" 16.24-28 8.34-9.1 9.23-27
The Transfiguration 17.1-9 9.2-10 9.28-36
The Coming of Elijah 17.10-13 9.11-13
Jesus Heals a Boy Possessed by a Spirit 17.14-21 9.14-29 9.37-43a
17.6
Jesus Foretells His Passion again 17.22-23 9.30-32 9.43b-45
Payment of the Temple Tax 17.24-27
True Greatness 18.1-5 9.33-37 9.46-48
The Strange Exorcist 10.42 9.38-41 9.49-50
Warnings concerning Temptations 18.6-9 9.42-50 17.1-2
5.13 14.34-35
The Parable of the Lost Sheep 18.10-14 15.3-7
On Reproving One's Brother 18.15-18 17.3
"Where Two or Three are Gathered Together" 18.19-20
On Reconciliation 18.21-22 17.4
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 18.23-35

1. Write out Peter’s Confession.
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2. Inyour opinion why did Jesus pay the temple tax?

3. Describe true greatness.

4. How do we apply the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant to our own lives?
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9. Last Journey to Jerusalem (According to Luke)

Decision to Go to Jerusalem
Jesus is Rejected by Samaritans
On Following Jesus

Commissioning the Seventy

Woes Pronounced on Galilean Cities
"He who Hears You, Hears Me"
The Return of the Seventy

Jesus' Thanksgiving to the Father, and the
Blessedness of the Disciples

The Lawyer's Question

The Parable of the Good Samaritan
Mary and Martha

The Lord's Prayer

The Importunate Friend at Midnight
Encouragement to Pray

The Beelzebub Controversy

The Return of the Evil Spirit

True Blessedness

The Sign of Jonah

Concerning Light

The Sound Eye

Discourses against the Pharisees and Lawyers
The Leaven of the Pharisees

Exhortation to Fearless Confession
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Matthew

19.1-2

8.18-22

9.37-38
10.7-16

11.20-24

10.40

11.25-27
13.16-17

22.34-40

6.9-13

7.7-11
12.22-30

12.43-45

12.38-42
5.15
6.22-23
15.1-9
16.5-6

10.26-33

Mark

10.1

12.28-34

3.22-27

8.11-12

421

7.1-9

8.14-15

Luke
9.51
9.52-56
9.57-62

10.1-12

10.13-15
10.16
10.17-20

10.21-24

10.25-28
10.29-37
10.38-42
11.1-4
11.5-8
11.9-13
11.14-23
11.24-26
11.27-28
11.29-32
11.33
11.34-36
11.37-54
12.1

12.2-9



The Sin against the Holy Spirit

The Assistance of the Holy Spirit

Warning against Avarice

The Parable of the Rich Fool
Anxieties about Earthly Things
Treasures in Heaven
Watchfulness and Faithfulness
Division in Households
Interpreting the Times
Agreement with One's Accuser

Repentance or Destruction (the Parable of the Barren
Fig Tree)

The Healing of the Crippled Woman on the Sabbath
The Parable of the Mustard Seed
The Parable of the Leaven

Exclusion from the Kingdom

A Warning against Herod

The Lament over Jerusalem

The Healing of the Man with Dropsy
Teaching on Humility

The Parable of the Great Supper
The Conditions of Discipleship

The Parable of Salt

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
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12.31-32

10.19-20

6.25-34

6.19-21

24.42-51

10.34-36

16.2-3

5.25-26

13.31-32

13.33

7.13-14
7.22-23
8.11-12
19.30

23.37-39

22.1-14

10.37-38

5.13

18.12-14

3.28-30

13.11

4.30-32

10.31

9.49-50

12.10

12.11-12
21.14-15

12.13-15

12.16-21

12.22-32

12.33-34

12.35-48

12.49-53

12.54-56

12.57-59

13.1-9

13.10-17

13.18-19

13.20-21

13.22-30

13.31-33

13.34-35

14.1-6

14.7-14

14.15-24

14.25-33

14.34-35

15.1-7



The Parable of the Lost Coin

The Parable of the Prodigal Son
The Parable of the Unjust Steward
On Faithfulness in What is Least
On Serving Two Masters

The Pharisees Reproved

Concerning the Law

Concerning Divorce

The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus
Warning against Offenses

On Forgiveness

On Faith

We are Unprofitable Servants

The Cleansing of the Ten Lepers

On the Coming of the Kingdom of God

The Day of the Son of Man

The Parable of the Unjust Judge

The Pharisee and the Publican

6.24

11.12-13
5.18

19.9

18.6-7

18.15

17.19-21

24.23
24.26-27
24.37-39
24.17-18
10.39
24.40-41
24.28
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10.11-12

16.19-31

9.42

9.28-29

13.19-23
13.14-16

15.8-10
15.11-32
16.1-9
16.10-12
16.13
16.14-15

16.16-17

16.18

17.1-3a
17.3b-4
17.5-6
17.7-10
17.11-19
17.20-21

17.22-37

18.1-8

18.9-14



1. What was the Lawyer’s question?

2. What is the sign of Jonah?

3. Why should we not be anxious about earthly things?

4. What are the conditions of discipleship?

5. Have you become a disciple of Jesus Christ?
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10. Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles (According to John)

11. The Ministry in Judea

Matthew Mark Luke
Departure to Judea 19.1-2 10.1 9.51
On Divorce and Celibacy 19.3-12 10.2-12 16.18
Jesus Blesses the Children 19.13-15 10.13-16 18.15-17
The Rich Young Man 19.16-22 10.17-22  18.18-23
On Riches and the Rewards of Discipleship 19.23-30 10.23-31 18.24-30
22.28-30
The Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard 20.1-16 10.31 13.30
The Third Prediction of the Passion 20.17-19 10.32-34  18.31-34
The Sons of Zebedee; Precedence among the 20.20-28 10.35-45 22.24-27
Disciples
The Healing of the Blind Men (Bartimaeus) 20.29-34 10.46-52 18.35-43
9.27-31
Zacchaeus 18.11 19.1-10
The Parable of the Pounds 25.14-30 13.34 19.11-27
The Anointing at Bethany 26.6-13 14.3-9 7.36-50
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1. Meditate on the Riches and Rewards of Discipleship and describe them in your own
words.

41




Session 2 —Part 3

12. The Final Ministry in Jerusalem

Matthew Mark Luke
The Triumphal Entry 21.1-9 11.1-10 19.28-40
Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem 19.41-44
Jesus in Jerusalem (Cleansing the Temple), Returnto  21.10-17 11.11 19.45-46
Bethany 11.15-17
The Cursing of the Fig Tree 21.18-19 11.12-14
The Cleansing of the Temple 21.12-13 11.15-17 19.45-46
The Chief Priests and Scribes Conspire against Jesus 11.18-19 19.47-48
The Fig Tree is Withered 21.20-22 11.20-26

6.14-15
The Question about Authority 21.23-27 11.27-33 20.1-8
The Parable of the Two Sons 21.28-32
The Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen 21.33-46 12.1-12 20.9-19
The Parable of the Great Supper 22.1-14 14.15-24
On Paying Tribute to Caesar 22.15-22 12.13-17 20.20-26
The Question about the Resurrection 22.23-33 12.18-27  20.27-40
The Great Commandment 22.34-40 12.28-34  10.25-28
The Question about David's Son 22.41-46 12.35-37a 20.41-44
Woe to the Scribes and Pharisees 23.1-36 12.37b-40  20.45-47
Jesus' Lament over Jerusalem 23.37-39 13.34-35
The Widow's Mite 12.41-44  21.1-4
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1. Which is the only Gospel to recount Jesus’ weeping over Jerusalem?

2. Write down all of the events from this section (12) which could have come from Q

3. From Matthew 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-33; and Luke 20:1-8, what do you learn about

authority?

13. The Olivet Discourse

Prediction of the Destruction of the Temple
Signs before the End

Persecutions Foretold

The Desolating Sacrilege

False Christs and False Prophets
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Matthew
24.1-2
24.3-8

24.9-14
10.17-22a

24.15-22

24.23-28

Mark
13.1-2
13.3-8

13.9-13

13.14-20

13.21-23

Luke
21.5-6
21.7-11

21.12-19
12.11-12

21.20-24

17.23-24
17.37b



The Coming of the Son of Man 24.29-31 13.24-27  21.25-28
The Time of the Coming: the Parable of the Fig Tree  24.32-36 13.28-32  21.29-33
Conclusion: "Take Heed, Watch!" (According to 25.13-15 13.33-37 19.12-13
Mark) 24.42 12.40
Conclusion: "Take Heed, Watch!" (According to Luke) 21.34-36
1. What signs will we see before the end comes?
2. What do we learn about false Christs and false prophets?
3. Conclusion of the Account before the Passion
Matthew Mark Luke

The Parable of the Flood and Exhortation to 24.37-44 13.35 17.26-36
Watchfulness 12.39-40
The Parable of the Good Servant and the Wicked 24.45-51 12.41-46
Servant
The Parable of the Ten Virgins 25.1-13
The Parable of the Talents 25.14-30 13.34 19.11-27
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The Last Judgment

25.31-46

The Ministry of Jesus in Jerusalem 21.37-38
4. Give your thoughts on what the parable of the ten virgins’ means.
5. Give your thoughts on what the parable of the ten talents means.
15. The Passion Narrative
Matthew Mark Luke
Jesus' Death is Premeditated 26.1-5 14.1-2 22.1-2
The Anointing in Bethany 26.6-13 14.3-9 7.36-50
The Betrayal by Judas 26.14-16 14.10-11 22.3-6
Preparation for the Passover 26.17-20 14.12-17 22.7-14
Washing the Disciples' Feet 10.24 6.40
10.40
Jesus Foretells His Betrayal 26.21-25 14.18-21 22.21-23
The Last Supper 26.26-29 14.22-25  22.15-20
Jesus Foretells His Betrayal 26.21-25 14.18-21 22.21-23
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Precedence among the Disciples and the Reward of

Discipleship
Peter's Denial Predicted
Gethsemane

Jesus Arrested

Jesus before the Sanhedrin (Peter's Denial)

Peter's Denial

Jesus Delivered to Pilate

The Death of Judas

The Trial before Pilate

Jesus before Herod

Pilate Declares Jesus Innocent
Jesus or Barabbas?

"Behold the Man!"

Pilate Delivers Jesus to be Crucified
Jesus Mocked by the Soldiers
The Road to Golgotha

The Crucifixion

Jesus Derided on the Cross
The Two Thieves

The Death of Jesus

Witnesses of the Crucifixion
Jesus' Side Pierced

The Burial of Jesus

The Guard at the Tomb
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20.24-28
19.28

26.30-35

26.36-46

26.47-56

26.57-68

26.69-75

27.1-2

27.3-10

27.11-14

27.15-23

27.28-31a

27.24-26

27.27-31a

27.33-37

27.38-43

27.44

27.45-54

27.55-56

27.57-61

27.62-66

10.41-45

14.26-31
14.32-42
14.43-52
14.53-65
14.66-72

15.1

15.2-5

15.6-14
15.17-20a
15.15
15.16-20a
27.31b-32
15.22-26
15.27-32a
15.32b
15.33-39

15.40-41

15.42-47

22.24-30

22.31-34
22.39-46
22.47-53
22.54-71
22.56-62

23.1

23.2-5
23.6-12
23.13-16

23.17-23

23.24-25

15.20b-21
23.33-34
23.35-38
23.39-43
23.44-48

23.49

23.50-56



16. The Resurrection

Matthew
The Women at the Tomb 28.1-8
Jesus Appears to the Women 28.9-10
The Report of the Guard 28.11-15

Jesus Appears to Two on the Way to Emmaus

Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Thomas being Absent)

Jesus Appears to the Eleven While They Sit at Table

Jesus Appears to the Eleven on a Mountain in Galilee | 28.16-20

17. The Endings of the Gospels
Matthew

The Ending of Mark
The Ending of Matthew: The Great Commission 28.16-20

The Ending of Luke: Jesus' Last Words and Ascension

f»http://www.free-onIine-bible-studv.org/svnoptic-gospeIs.html
" http://www.bible-researcher.com/parallels3.html
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Mark
16.1-8

16.9-11

16.12-13

16.14-18

Mark

16.9-20

16.15,19

Luke
24.1-12

24.10-11

24.13-35

24.36-43

Luke

24.44-53


http://www.free-online-bible-study.org/synoptic-gospels.html

